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“The Sound of English” Evening Hosted By English Department Hits a Big Time

On the 11™ June, English Department hosted
a wonderful English evening-“the Sound of
Music”. This evening is a window into the
excellent English language ability and musical
talent of the English majors and their teachers,
who had made careful preparations and rehearsals
for the performances.
The evening opened with singing an English song
Lemon Tree by four girl students. It unfolded
gradually the whole picture with fabulous
programmes of various forms one after another,
including three classical English songs Hero,
Donna Donna, A Thousand Year, Country Road,
chorus Today, three musical plays Memory, Sound
of Music, Bathing Beauty, opera Phantom of the
Opera, two dramas Three pigs, The Frog Prince,
dubbing for well-known English movies, two
poetry recitals of Maiden and Forest, A Psalm of
Life, a jazz chant, cup-propped dancing When |
am gone. You Raise Me Up, a chorus by all the
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The Frog Prince on the Show

performers finally pushed the evening to a new high
as the English evening drew to its close.

All the programmes are woven into a painting of
love, enthusiasm and understanding between the
teachers and students of the English Department.

“Very impressive. SOme programs move me to
cheers and tears,” said an audience member.

(ByW & BEuzhR)

Enchanted Bench
By #hZfH 2™ year English major

A psychodrama contest hit the Hongtu Hall on
May 19, 2015. Ten delegations competed to qualify
for the final. Enchanted Bench by English majors
from Faculty of Foreign Languages and Cultures
impressed the audiences and got the winner-up. The
drama is indeed a masterpiece. It starts with a bet
made between a kind-hearted girl and a wicked witch
from a mirror to prove the existence of humanity. The
witch put a spell on a bench and turned it into a magic
one. Whoever sat on it would be trapped in forever,
unless anybody came to sit on the other side to
replace him or her. In order to get rid of the weird
bench, friends and lovers betrayed each other.
Fortunately, the goodness of two girls broke the

witchcraft and they finally got free.
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Teaching Reflection
Reflective teaching: Exploring our own classroom
practice Reflective teaching means looking at what

you do in the classroom, thinking about why you do it,
and thinking about if it works - a process of
self-observation and  self-evaluation.  Reflective
teaching is a means of professional
development which begins in our classroom.
Beginning the process of reflection

The first step is to gather information about what
happens in the class. Here are some different ways of
doing this. Teacher diary is the easiest way to begin a
process of reflection since it is purely personal. After

therefore

each lesson you write in a notebook about what
happened. Peer observation : Invite a colleague to
come into your class to collect information about your
lesson. This may be with a simple observation task or
through note taking. Recording lessons: Video or
audio recordings of lessons can provide very useful
information for reflection. Audio recordings can be
useful for considering aspects of teacher talk. Video
recordings can be useful in showing you aspects of your
own behaviour. Student feedback: You can also ask
your students what they think about what goes on in the
classroom.(JulieTice,2004, https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/
article/reflective-teaching-exploring-our-own-classroom-practic
e. Abridged version Z=#5Z )i fitFH)

Book Review Tess----A Tragedy of the Times

Tess Durbeyfield, a tragic character was created by
Thomas Hardy who was deeply impacted by  the
tragic view of Arthur Schopenhauer, Greek tragic view
and Shakespeare’s tragedies. He held the idea that no
matter how great the human civilization developed, we
can do nothing when fate wants to play tricks on us.
Due to this kind of believe, all of his novels have such a
character: when the hero are going  to access the
happiness, the adversities befall them inevitably, like
the destiny has settled and make fool of people, and so
does Tess Durbeyfield’s fate. In this novel, it
reveals the shackle of convention explicitly, and Tess

Durbeyfield was the victim of that era though she had
courage to pursue the true love and rebel the decadent
ideology.She always in a state of auto- accusation
ascribed to the traditional idea of chastity.She measured
herself whether decent and pure only according to the
very concept, it was this that made the “humiliation”
was engraved in her heart. Thomas Hardy’s pessimism
was the product of his period. At 1880s and 1890s, the
Great Britain Empire declined, the financial crises
approached, so this kind of background also play an
important role in Thomas Hardy’s writing style. Maybe
at the beginning of writing, in order to show the
underside of the society, Thomas Hardy didn’t decide to
give Tess Durbeyfield a “happily ever after” ending,
even finally, Tess was together with her true love but
unable to escape the nest of convention-----she was
sentenced to gallows for the crime of intentional
homicide. How sarcastic it was! The throne did nothing
when Tess was raped by Alec D'Urberville, but it did
have its effect when Tess get rid of these impediments
on her way to happiness, and on the other hand, Alec
deserved it for his offence. (FHiHiZIT HLH)

Loz

Q: Is there any effective method to help me write a
good essay?

A: Three main steps: 1. Writing a good essay entails a
good linguistic competence. That is, the support of
academic language is essential. Therefore, build
language skills before writing an essay. 2. A good essay
has a well-organized structure, specific argument and
sufficient and relevant evidence. Before writing an
essay, make an outline to supply a clear idea to the
author himself. Then accumulate information. The
author has to follow his outline and try to find some
detailed and related information or use brainstorm to
find out sentence, a clear thesis statement, perfect and
informative main body. 3. A good conclusion helps
substantially. It
recommendation or a prediction of the development. 4.
Proofreading regarding the spelling and grammatical
usage is of great use. Normally, misspelling and poor
grammar may cause confusion. (ff#: 5 i)

Mailbox

includes the author’s opinion, a
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Leading Higher Education to the Knowledge Era
Abstract: Leadership in higher educational management has
scarcely been given due attention in China. This paper
attempts to explore the underlying leadership problems
leading to the deteriorating higher education in China.
Problems existing in higher education are identified through a
review of several surveys conducted and the causes leading to
the problems are investigated. Some tentative suggestions to
leaders in higher education in China are produced.
Conclusion: Caldwell’s four dimensions of leadership in the
transformation of schools are employed. With respect to
strategic leadership, two gestalts are invented to change the
current situation of structure and operational mechanism,
namely, principal-agent relationship and market-governance,
in combination with the knowledge of management of

business. Moreover, priority, monitoring,

equity,
strategic conversation are touched on. On the part of

educational leadership, the roles of teaching and
learning are emphasized as the core. With regard to
responsive education, transparency is encouraged. At
last, all theories and ideas are useful only when they are
feasible. Therefore, the toughest work to do is to change
the culture and implement the ideas. At a time when
higher education reform in China is in urgent need,
possible strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats should be taken into account to meet the
challenge from the knowledge society. The only way to
enhance China’s competitiveness in the global context
is to reform, restructure, reframe and re-engineer its
higher education.
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